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Paul Gerhardt is Educator of the 

Year for FS

Paul Gerhardt has been teaching business at Pierce College Fort
Steilacoom for the last two years. During that time, he’s contributed to
a number of major projects, including the new construction
management program and the project management piece therein.
Paul also develops courses to broaden Pierce’s online education
offerings and works with continuing education to provide training
opportunities for employers.

But, in spite of so much success in program- and curriculum-building,
Paul’s true passion is helping students realize their possibilities.

“Every class I teach makes me feel like I am facilitating a journey and
my job is to help guide the way to new perspectives that open more doors for each student who is willing to go the
distance,” Paul said. “Of course, I am saddened to see them graduate, but happy to know that new horizons are out
there for each of them.”

Paul was presented the award at the WAVE ceremony May 14. He commented on the numerous people in 
attendance, including state legislators and Pierce administrators and student award winners, and said he was proud 
to have been there to represent Pierce College.

As to the award itself, Paul said he’s truly honored to have won.

“I owe it to my great students, tenure committee, and so many others in our Pierce College community who make
me feel like I am a part of a team that makes a positive difference,” he said.
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